Seite 2

Europäische Kommission

Herrn Erkki Liikanen

Kommissar für Unternehmen 

und Informationsgesellschaft

Rue de la Loi 200

B-1049 Brüssel

04.04.2002  ddu-avo 


Tel 040 / 8 53 08-220

Framework for Exploitation of Public Sector Information

Dear Commissioner Liikanen,

Dumrath & Fassnacht publishes all kinds of directories in Germany. Not only Telephone 

Directories and Yellow Pages, also General and Specialised Trade Directories are produced by my company. Furthermore we offer online information services like the Hamburg Magazine or Company Register Information.

I support the Initiative of DG Enterprise and Information Society for a Framework for 

Exploitation of Public Sector Information. A lot of new business ideas will not only be 

developed, they will have the chance to be realised as well, what is often enough not possible in the moment. The general principles found in DG Information Society’s Working Document seem to be very sensible. It aims on giving everybody an easy and fast access to Public Sector Information. The USA’s example proves the positive consequences of such a settlement.

Of cause the Directive will cause a lot of questions which have to be solved. For European measures the idea is pretty radical. Probably several members of the EU will have difficulties with such a broad transparency, often their tradition is a barrier. The Austrian Ministry of 

Justice‘s reply to the Working Document shows the deep reservation against the initiative. Nevertheless I think it is very important to go on. The data protection problem will be solved by the new Directive. The question of intellectual property rights is a fundamental one, if member states will be able to renounce their copyrights like the USA’s government did is doubtful. But it is very difficult to distinguish between raw material and added value material, this would raise permanent discussions about the single cases, so I support the American 

solution.

Again I want to assure you my full support. A Framework for Exploitation of Public Sector Information is not only a good idea, it is absolutely necessary. I’m interested in all 

informations about the topic and I’m always ready for discussions.

Yours sincerely

Dumrath & Fassnacht KG

(GmbH & Co.)

Dr. Christoph Dumrath

