Implementation and review of directive 95/46/EC on data protection
EADP Comments


Founded in 1966, the EADP (European Association of Directory and database Publishers) is a European Association of both large telephone directory publishers as well as business-to-business directory publishers producing directories tailored to individual professions. It has 187 members in 37 countries worldwide, including companies based in the 15 EU Member States as well as in the Central European countries (Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Romania and Lithuania). Directory publishers generate an estimated turnover of 11 billion euro in Europe, employ roughly 37 000 people and are in day-to-day commercial contact with more than four million advertisers. Our member companies provide both paper and on-line directories
EADP, the European Association of Directory and Database Publishers welcome the Commission’s initiative to consult interested parties on the implementation and the possible revision of directive 95/46/EC on data protection. As EADP members are directory publishers, they are constantly dealing with data protection issues when listing, compiling and arranging personal data in the most efficient way to fulfil their universal service obligations and produce value-added directories. To this extent, they principally are data controllers but also data users, their main task being to act as gateways to the Information Society by ensuring equal access for all.

Since the 95/46/EC directive has only very recently been implemented in some Member States and is still untransposed in two of them, EADP members believe that it is a little bit early to make a proper assessment of the way the directive is functioning. They would therefore urge the Commission to carry out an impact assessment of directive 95/46/EC when it is implemented in every EU Member State, both from business and citizens’ point of view. 

Furthermore, the recently adopted directive on data protection in the electronic communications sector will have a great impact on the way directory publishers are handing over data protection policies. EADP members have in due time raised concerns in front of the Commission about the difficulties the opt-in regime would cause them and the disproportion of the measure given that there was no problem with former opt-out systems for directory listings. For the very reason that this directive already regulates very heavily the way directory publishers have to deal with data protection issues, EADP would urge DG Internal Market not to over regulate and to take this provision into account when reviewing directive 95/46/EC . 

Looking forward to discussing these issues in the forthcoming Data Protection Conference, we remain at your disposal for any further information you may require. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Stéphanie Vérilhac

EADP EU Affairs Officer
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